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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

4¥ Mass Intentions & Parish Activities
MONDAY 25 DECEMBER -- CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00am Mass: Pro Populo &

+ Carlos & Olimpia Sousa and deceased family members
11:30am Mass: + Virginia Cambare

TUESDAY 26 DECEMBER -- ST STEPHEN, THE FIRST
MARTYR
10:00am Mass: + Marlene Dubeau & Margaret Massey

WEDNESDAY 27 -- ST JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST
7:30am Mass: Special Intentions
12:00 noon: Multiple Mass Intentions

THURSDAY 28 DECEMBER — THE HOLY INNOCENTS,
MARTYRS
7:30am Mass: + Charles Alves

ERrRIDAY 29 DECEMBER
7:30am Mass: + Clayton James

SATURDAY 30 DECEMBER
8:30am Mass: Multiple Mass Intentions
4:30pm Mass: + Zobeda Razak Jardine.

SunDAY 31 DECEMBER -- THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

8:30am Mass: + Selwyn & Lionel Dias

10:00am Mass: Pro Populo

11:30am Mass: Magdalene Mansey

4:30pm Mass: Maurice & Norma Pilkington

THISWEEK THE SANCTUARY LAMP
BURNS IN HONOUR OF
SYDNEY, CELIA, KNOPFLER & SAMANTHADIAS

FROM THE PARISH PRIEST

GOD HAS BECOME A MAN

In today’s Gospel we hear the account of the Annunciation to
Our Lady. This is such a familiar story that we can run the risk
of taking it for granted. But what a wonderful event it is—truly
amazing, when one only begins to reflect even a little on it!
Why else did God take such pains to prepare fallen humanity? It
was because of His plan for the Incarnation of His Divine Son.
The Incarnation is a fact which we cannot fully grasp. How can
Almighty God, infinite and omnipotent spirit, become a part of
His own creation? Without God’s revelation of this, we could
never have imagined it. God began to prepare us for this
wonderful truth as far back as the Fall of our first parents, when
He said to Satan: “I will make you enemies of each other; you
and the woman, your offspring and her offspring. It will crush
your head and you will strike its heel” (Genesis 3:15). In this
way, however obscurely, God was promising both that rescue
would come to us, and that it would come from one of Adam
and Eve’s own descendants. From this, the first announcement
of the Saviour, the Church has ever since called Our Blessed
Lady the “New Eve”, for it is from her offspring that we have
been rescued from eternal death. Throughout the many
following centuries, God often spoke through those whom He
chose to bear His message of salvation: Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Later still, God chose Moses to lead His people out of
slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land. It was to be a

long and painful journey in which God taught them patience and
obedience, giving them the Commandments and the Ark of the
Covenant as a sign of His favour. The Ark of the Covenant was
the most sacred sign of God’s presence, containing as it did the
original tablets of stone on which God had given His Law to the
chosen people via Moses on Mount Sinai. Centuries later, King
David wanted to build a permanent dwelling place for this
sacred Ark, and planned a fitting Temple. But as we hear in
today’s First Reading, God sends the prophet Nathan to tell
David that he cannot build such a place. God cannot live in a
temple made by human hands. Yet God still shows great favour
to David. Nathan tells him that there will always be a king
among his descendants. The fulfilment of these two statements
is found in Mary and Jesus. Mary becomes the living temple of
God’s dwelling-place, when the Son of God enters into her
womb and becomes her Son. This is why we call her the “Ark of
the Covenant”, in whose most holy body Our Lord becomes
man. This is the real heart of the Incarnation—that God actually
became man. It is a mystery too great for us to grasp, but it is
revealed to us by God Himself in the message brought by the
Angel Gabriel to our Blessed Lady in today’s Gospel. Moreover,
Jesus is the “Son of David” and fulfils God’s promise to King
David, that his royal line would never fail.

OUR LADY QUESTIONS BUT DOES NOT DOUBT

So Our Lady’s response to the Angel Gabriel is very important
in so many ways. What should she say? What does the Angel’s
message mean? She is “deeply disturbed”, because it is clear
that God has shown her great favour and is now asking her to do
something tremendous, and beyond her power to grasp fully.
She must trust Him even though she does not know what it
means. And how is she to bear a Son when she has promised her
virginity as an offering to God? Some suggest that such a vow
or promise of virginity by Our Lady is not likely, that it would
not have been authentic among the Jews of her time. Yet this is
not so. John the Baptist also remained unmarried in a state of
consecration to God, and so, of course, did Our Lord Himself.
Even if unusual, it is not impossible. Our Lady questions how
she is to be a mother if she is also to remain a virgin. This is not
to doubt God’s word, simply to ask for clarification that she is
not being asked to dispense with her special consecration to
God. She learns from the Angel that she will remain a virgin
precisely in order to be God’s Mother. Her virginity is not
barrenness, but allows her a greater dedication to God than
marriage would bring. Finally, in the Incarnation we recognise
the wonderful truth that God our creator and redeemer chooses
to share our own nature. Human nature has been raised to
unimaginable dignity because God Himself shares it with us!
That is the magic of Christmas!

FEASTS OF THE WEEK:

St Stephen (1st c.) A renowned preacher and one of the first
seven deacons chosen by the Apostles, his success in converting
others led to him being brought before the Sanhedrin. His
masterly witness to Our Lord’s Divinity resulted in his being
sentenced to death by stoning, the first person to die for the
Faith.

St John the “Beloved Apostle” and Fourth Evangelist, was the
brother of James the Greater and son of Zebedee the Galilean
Fisherman. Out of humility he never reveals his name in his
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Gospel but always refers to himself as “the disciple Jesus
loved”. This was because John understood Our Lord more than
anyone other than Our Blessed Lady. It was to John that Our
Lord committed His Mother as He hung dying on the cross.
John also wrote three Epistles and the final book of the Bible,
the “Apocalypse” or “Book of Revelation”. He was the last of
the Apostles to die, and the only one who did not die a martyr's
death.

The Holy Innocents were put to death, as St. Matthew recounts
for us, by King Herod. Though too young to give witness to
Christ by their lives and by speech, their young deaths witness
to Christ and were inflicted on account of hatred of Christ.
Therefore the Church honours them.

Please Notice This  The office will be closed from noon
Friday, December 22nd through Sunday,
January 7th. The office will reopen on
Monday, January 8th, 2018 at 9:00am.

CHRISTMAS SG’HEDULE

“Fhenefore the Child to be born will be
called faly, She Son of Gad.” (Cufe 1:35)

From the angel Gabriel, Mary heard God’s plan for her life and
she said “Yes!”...and so the Saviour came into the world. Pray
to know God’s Will for your life, so as to help bring Jesus to our
world. If you think God is calling you to do this as a priest,
religious or deacon, call Fr. Chris Lemieux, Vocation
Director, Archdiocese of Toronto, 416-968-0997

email: vocations@archtoronto.org

website: www.vocationstoronto.ca

Children’s Liturgy is for those in
@HHDEWN@ Junior Kindergarten up to and
3 including grade 3 (ages 4 to 8
Q‘H ﬁ i years). Children under the age
of 4 years are welcome, but
MUST be accompanied by an
adult. Both adult and youth volunteers are needed to assist at
the 10:00am Mass. High school students are welcome and can
use the hours toward their required community service.
416-968-0997 email: vocations@archtoronto.org
website: www.vocationstoronto.ca

Don't forget to make a good confession in
preparation for Christmas, having your soul
) : made ready like the stable in Bethlehem, to
receive the Lord. Our regular parish schedule for the Sacrament
of Forgiveness is: Saturday 9:00 to 9:30am, 3:45 to 4:15pm.
Sunday: 15 minutes prior to each Holy Mass.
(Any time by appointment)

Smile of the Day:
How does Santa Claus take instant pictures?
He uses a North Pole-aroid camera.

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
Sunday 24 December
4:00pm, 6:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:00pm
& 12 Midnight

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
Monday 25 December
10:00am & 11:30am
NO 8:30am OR EVENING MASS

FEAST OF ST STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR
Tuesday 26 December 10:00am

ST. JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST
Wednesday 27 December — 7:30am & 12 noon
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament
between the Masses

THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS
Thursday 28 December — 7:30am

MEMORIAL OF ST THOMAS BECKET,
BISHOP & MARTYR
Friday 29 December 7:30am
Fifth Day of the Octave of Christmas

Saturday 30 December 8:30am
Sixth Sunday of the Octave of Christmas

THE HoLYy FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY
AND JOSEPH
Saturday 30 December 4:30pm
Sunday 31 December 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30am

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

Holy Day of Obligation ~ New Year's Eve Mass
Sunday 31 December 4:30pm

New Year's Day Masses
Monday 1 January
10:00am, 11:30am & 7:00pm (no 8:30am Mass)

TUESDAY 2 JANUARY
10:00am - St Basil the Great & St Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors

WEDNESDAY 3 JANUARY
7:30am & 7:00pm — Christmas Weekday —
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
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3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Scott McEachnie - Manager «+ W. David McEachnie - Reg. Manager
Michael Dickinson - Pre-Planning Funeral Director
FuneralHome

by Arbor Memorial

28 Old Kingston Road, Ajax
905-428-8488 « mceachniefuneral.ca

Arbor Memorial Inc.

McEachnie

HeimeWell

CARE SERVICES
Companions & Personal Support Workers
Household Management, Personal Care
Respite & Palliative Care
(Hourly & Overnight)
Transportation to medical appts.

& social outings
Serving Durham & surrounding areas

905-509-8469 or 1-877-509-8469
www.homewelldurham.com

Brushstrokes Paint, Paper & Reno
Mike Hergott
416-737-0874

mikehergott@sympatico.ca

Brushstrokespaintpaperandreno.ca

Learn Spanish with native speaker,
for business and everyday - whatever
your reason for improving your Spanish.
Victor: 416-821-6116
hispanorama.ca

A Lifelong Parishioner

& Pickering Resident

BRYAN RODRIGUES
Sales Representative

Bus: 905-619-9500

Dir: 416-453-2647
bryan.rodrigues@sympatico.ca

HERITAGE REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

Open Mondéy to Saturday
www.themedicalsupplystore.ca
635 Kingston Rd. 905-839-6200

"For The Best Results, Call Steve"

REAMIX

Rouge River Realty Ltd., Brokerage
Steve Kostka
Sales Representative
Bus: 905-831-5115
Cell: 416-567-0016
www. SteveKostka.com

SERVING THE DURHAM COMMUNITY SINCE 1980
Contact: Paul S. Przybylo
905-839-4484 Toll Free: 1-877-839-4484
www.walkerhead.com
1315 Pickering Parkway, Suite 800 (Liverpool and 401)

St. Bernard Books
Religious Articles ® Catholic Books
Baptism, First Communion & Confirmation Gifts

www.stbernardbooks.com
416-267-7126 « claytonlee36@yahoo.com

MENTAL MATH SCHOOLS 'j- 683-7940 5

DISCOVER THE GENIUS WITHIN®

W ,
Joe Dickson

A 11100

ROYAL LEPAGE
L [UIy
Connect Realty, Brokerage

Michael J. Wilson

Broker

* Tax Planning

905-420-8044

THE PERFECT lﬁﬁé}:ﬁée;@gm
, SPOT 30 yrs Experience (Parishioner)
10 647-545-7448
,,f\*l ADVERTISE | | = w
T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE L —— A S S a n t e
PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637 ——  WEALTH MANAGEMENT

* Financial Planning < Investment Planning
* Estate Planning

ASSANTE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT LTD.
ggheyssen@assante.com

Gordon A. Gheyssen
Senior Financial Advisor,
CFP, RFP

mall: info@dicksonprinting.on.ca

345 Kingston Rd., #201
416-305-7826

416-831-1848
WWwWWw.ucmas.ca

L\'nne Parker Wavel Edwards

Paul Dickson

Marian Asha Pinto
Consulting Classical Homeopath
Reflexologist: By Appointment

416 906 7504
PintoMarian101@gmail.com

’f %f}(?mmmg

1105 Finch Ave. 905-420-5922
www.lapetgrooming.com

Direct: 416-575-7069
Office: 905-683-1790
"Serving the Real Estate Needs

of Fellow Parishioners™
mwsold@sympatico.ca
www.michaelwilsonhomes.com

i

J L CATHOLIC ZCEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912
Christ the King Cemetery 905-471-0121

Violet Bloom's
Fresh Flowersx.):%

Seniors Save Call

urham Dental centres DUrham Dental Centres||

"Gentle, Comfortable and Personalized Care"

All aspects of General Dentistry I ‘4 J [(

www.durhamdental.ca py. valerie D'silva
~ PICKERING ~ AJAX ~ WHITBY ~

Parishioner

Qetvalu

our pet-your store

Nutrition, Grooming
& Friendly Advice
705 Kingston Rd. 905-492-7381

Find us on Facebook at

1-800-268-2637
for this space

20% on Sundays!

905-839-6035
Whites Road Plaza
www.VioletBlooms.ca

= Master MECHANIC

PROFESSIONAL AUTO SERVICE
Repairs to All Makes
Rick Wilson ¢ Eric Girard
1211 Kingston Road  905-420-4040 or 905-839-9291

HELP WANTED

L1tuxg1ca1 Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary « Commission * Car Allowance * Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

salon s spa E

We Create to Innovate
1822 Whites Rd. 905-831-8920

Pet Valu Pickering
HAISIPReﬂecTion

Remember...

Let our advertisers know
you saw their ad here.

BEST SELECTION EXTENSIVE DISPLAYS « EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

905-655-0601

905-683-0887

416-984-4332
arntstopsoil.com

4105 Lakeridge Road, Whitby
At Lakeridge & Taunton,
the edge of the
Ajax - Whitby border
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5-1794 Liverpool Ro
—— www.luv2cruise.ca

_JCRUISE
NHOLIDAYS I

Relax..You're With Us

Cruise Holidays of Metro East
Cruise experts serving Durham since 1998

Jazz & Pop Piano Lessons
Sale of Good Used Pianos

Victor Martin 647.999.5442
PianoKeys.biz/QualityUsedPianos

EE TICO 4616736 PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

ad 905-839-3601
« info@luv2cruise.ca ——

Free Investment Review

Susan M. Lepp

Financial Advisor
1105 Finch Ave., Unit 1B

N 905-831-4611

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MEMBER - Canadian
Investor Protection Fund ~ MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

COLIN L. OLDMAN B.com.LLB

65 OLD KINGSTON ROAD, AJAX - (905) 683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN e 55

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

McPherson Lawn Care
Total Lawn &

Garden Care

Chris McPherson

905.655.0070

1900 Dixie Rd. 905-492-3172 !
www.StoneCornerPub.com

1 5% off Saturday/Sunday |

Brunch with coupon |

225-1






